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An example of native, low maintenance landscaping.

and green practices in retail centers. Forest City has also created the
Sustainable Building Reference Guide, providing retail tenants with
educational materials on green building practices.

Melaver's Construction and Development Services has just launched
a LEED consulting service, which helps clients navigate through LEED
data and criteria and the USGBC system, with the ultimate goal of
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Image of the Shops 600 at Abercorn Common.

certification. Sustainable projects are all that Melaver does, and the
company has chosen LEED certification as their third-party standard.
However, Doksansky feels that "definitions ofgoing green will differ." He
adds that ''building codes are changing, expectations of retail tenants
are changing and consumers are becoming more aware. There will be a
time in the very near future when developers will have no choice."

MAKING 'GREEN' WORTHWHILE
In order for green design in retail centers to be worthwhile, both in a

profit and environmental sense, developers and retailers have to work
together. Encouraging Tenants to embrace green building technologies
and to address the unique challenges and opportunities is vital to the

An example of recycled carpeting at the recently
renovated Avenues Mall in Jacksonville, Florida.
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An example of a green roof at the
Medical College of Georgia.
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sustainable building process. "The key again is to move landlord and
tenant objectives closer together through education and leadership ­
not through edict," says Westrope. Developers leave much of the interior
fit-up to their tenants, and increased regulation concerning approved
finishes and lighting on the part of the developer can cause tension,
often putting these two groups at odds.

On the management side of a green retail facility, Gilkeson says that
"managing a green center demands that our staffs are knowledgeable
in areas that a non green center
would not have to be." He adds
that "such factors include green
cleaning, low VOC paints, land­
scaping, irrigation and recycling
without contamination." As the
industry becomes more competi­
tive and consumers become more
concerned about the impact to
the environment, using green
cleaning products is advan­
tageous. "The increased use of
green cleaning products is one of
the biggest growth areas in the
cleaning industry. Green cleaning
products are now competitive in
price to standard products and
in some cases the pricing is cost
neutral."

As the demand for energy and
natural resources continues to
increase, sustainable design and
green building principles are
tools the development industry
will use to satisfy tbe growing
concerns of the communities
they help create, and the ten­
ants who use their buildings. By
choosing energy efficient, sus­
tainable buildings, retailers not
only benefit financially, but also
have the added benefit ofimprov­
ing their ecological image. This
new, eco-friendly approach is
already proving to pay dividends
for some retailers and develop­
ers who use it in marketing and
publicity campaigns to attract
high-profile tenants and eco­
conscious customers. Additional
costs for green cleaning supplies
and waste disposal programs
may be more upfront, but are
offset over time through energy
savings and positive exposure to
customers. Although it may still
take more time before the entire
retail world adopts green design,
the reasons to take steps toward
sustainability are mounting to a
point where they can't afford to
be ignored any longer. RFB
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